CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Acla 

Other known title(s): 

Ada's Descent Into Floristella La Discesa Di Acla A Floristella 

OFLC ref: 

1600497.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Distributor: 

Not stated 

Director: 

Aurelio Grimaldi 

Producer: 

Pietro Valsecchi 


Camilla Nesbitt 

Country of origin: 

Italy 

Language: 

Italian 

Applicant: 

Secretary for Internal Affairs 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 

persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 

Violence, nudity, sex scenes and offensive language 
None 

08 September 2016 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

08 September 2016 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Acla 

84:08 

Total running time: 


84:08 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The DVD contains an Italian language film made in 1992 which deals with themes of child poverty 
and exploitation in the sulphur mines in 1930s Italy. Although of a low extent, the candid depictions 
of and references to sex are inappropriate for children and younger teenagers. The suggestion of child 





sexual abuse is likely to be disturbing to younger viewers. Society in general perceives a harm in 
exposing younger viewers to sexual content of an adult nature before they are developmentally ready. 
The depictions of violence and cruelty are likely to shock and disturb children and younger teens, 
especially as the scenes often involve children. Although the intent and purpose of the film is to elicit 
sympathy and compassion for the boys, younger viewers would be unlikely to have the maturity to 
understand the themes of poverty and child exploitation. Older teenagers and adults are less likely to 
be negatively impacted. A restriction on the availability of the publication to persons who have 
attained the age of 16 years sufficient to prevent injury to the public good and is the lowest 
reasonable limitation on the right to freedom of expression contained in the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 that can be applied in order to prevent such injury. 



